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<Abstract>

Alliteration in the Book of Hosea

Yoon Jong Yoo
(Pyeongtaek University)

This study purposes to show how alliteration contributes to form exegetic,
contextual, and literary meaning in the book of Hosea as well as to demonstrate
new examples of alliteration. Rendsburg defines alliteration as follows:
“Alliteration is a literary device whereby the same or similar consonantal sounds
are used to create an oral-aural effect in a sentence or verse.”39 Though
alliteration occurs frequently in the Old Testament, it has not been paid great
attention by scholars unlike other western literary traditions. The same is also
true for the book of Hosea. Up till now, only several scholars have dealt with
alliteration in this book and in just several verses, thus calling for a more
comprehensive study on this topic. This study pursues to demonstrate
alliterations in the book of Hosea. The author presents seventeen new examples
of alliteration in this book, which can be summarized as follows:

1)1:2,9% and 75

2) 1:4-5, 5871 and H87e»

3) 2:12[14], mnasn and MmN, and 203

4)4:9, 15y and 155n

5) 4:16-17, 2171 and 7120

6) 5:14-15, thirteen occurrences of 8
7) 6:10, D87 and mpY

8) 7:4,0%2 and M2, 0D and TR
9) 7.9, and 7P

10) 7:13-16, 5y and ﬂ'?"?jj, and '7:;

11) 8:7, mp and MX, and mp

12) 9:3,723¢" and 20

13) 10:8-9, 5y and 159", and M5y

14) 11:3, o228 and 0 N2

15) 11:4, 5y and by

39) Rendsburg, “Alliteration,” 86.
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16) 12:8[9], 138 and 1w
17) 12:11[12], 753 and 9353, and 0°93

These seventeen examples of alliteration can be classified into five categories:
1) verses in which the name of Israecl and Ephraim was utilized (1:2; 6:10; 11:3),
2) verses in which Israel’s sins and judgment are portrayed (2:12[14]; 4:16-17,
7:4; 7:9; 9:3; 12:8[9]; 12:11[12]), 3) verses where 5¥ was utilized (4:9; 7:13-16;
10:8-9; 11:4), 4) YHWH’s sovereignty (5:14), and 5) the others (1:2; 8:7).
According to this classification, it is noteworthy that Hosea as a poet has been
greatly concerned about criticizing Israel’s sins and declaring judgment. In
addition, the wide use of preposition ¥ could be another feature of the book of
Hosea in delivering the prophet’s message.

In conclusion, alliteration plays greatly very important role in intensifying the
poet’s message by associating meaning as well as consonantal sounds.
Moreover, the text of Hosea is known to be notoriously difficult. The author
believes that such difficulty is caused by the lack of literary and linguistic
understanding to the text of Hosea. It is expected that this study would

contribute to overcoming such difficulty of the text of Hosea.



